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Encyclopedia of World Environmental History
T H R E E - V O L U M E S E T

“This is the most ambitious effort yet to offer
a comprehensive overview of the long-term
history of human interactions with the
natural world on a truly planetary scale.
Contributors include some of the world’s
leading environmental historians and the
Encyclopedia of World Environmental
History should be a standard reference
tool for years to come.”

—William Cronon, Frederick Jackson Turner Professor 
of History, Geography, and Environmental Studies,
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Order Now 
and Save!

A B e r k s h i r e R e f e r e n c e W o r k



Key features:
• Unprecedented global coverage spans 

cultures from prehistory to the present day 

• Over 500 articles written by a community
of international experts 

• Illustrated with dozens of unique photo-
graphs and original maps and tables

• Primary text sidebars include ethnographic
accounts of rituals to control the environ-
ment and explanations of natural events
and disasters 

• Articles represent the cross-fertilization 
of history, geography, and science to put
today’s environmental issues in context 

• Thorough, analytical index 

• Written and edited for general readers, 
teachers, and students

Encyclopedia of World Environmental History

T H R E E - V O L U M E S E T
July 2003 • 1344 pages • 100 b/w photos 
Library Binding • 8 1⁄2 x 11 • Acid-Free Paper
ISBN 0-415-93732-9

Special introductory price $345.00 [Can. $518.00]
List price after 12/31/2003 $395.00 [Can. $593.00]

In order to address today’s global environmental challenges, it is important to understand 

them within the context of humankind’s influences on its environment throughout the ages. The

Encyclopedia of World Environmental History provides much-needed explanation of urgent

social and environmental issues—from urbanization to water shortages, climate change to

the extinction of species—in articles replete with the stories of human and natural history.

World historians, anthropologists, geographers, and biologists from 26 countries have

pooled their knowledge for the first time to trace the interaction of humankind and nature

over the course of human history, across cultures, and in the modern world. In more than

500 accessible articles emphasizing cross-cultural exchange, diffusion, and change over

time, these scholars demonstrate why the approaches of environmental history are having

such wide influence, and how past problems can cast new light on current debates. 

The distinguished editors — J.R. McNeill, Carolyn Merchant, and Shepard Krech III—are 

assisted by an international editorial advisory board of senior scholars, with contributors

including Donald Worster, Alfred Crosby, William McNeill, and James Lovelock. Featuring

up-to-date coverage of the latest developments in the field, this fascinating new work belongs

in any collection serving world history, ecology, environmental studies, geography, or 

environmental science programs. 

Order Now 

and Save!



About the Editors:
J. R. McNeill is Professor of History at Georgetown
University and author of Something New Under the Sun: 
An Environmental History of the Twentieth Century and 
The Human Web.

Carolyn Merchant is Professor of Environmental History,
Philosophy, and Ethics at the University of California,
Berkeley and is author of The Death of Nature and
Reinventing Eden. She is also President of the Society for
Environmental History.

Shepard Krech III is Professor of Anthropology 
at Brown University and author of The Ecological 
Indian: Myth and History.

ADVISORY BOARD
Carole Crumley, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Mark Elvin, Australian National University
Susan Flader, University of Missouri
Don Fowler, University of Nevada
Margaretta Lovell, University of California, Berkeley
James McCann, Boston University
Vera Norwood, University of New Mexico
Cheryl Oakes, Forest History Society
Emily W.B. Russell, Rutgers University
Doug Weiner, University of Arizona
Verena Winiwarter, University of Vienna, Austria
John Wirth, Stanford University (deceased)

“The historical perspective has added immensely 
to our understanding of environmental challenges,
and this unique encyclopedia brings together 
contributions from environmental historians and
others with great insight and skill. It will be an
immediate addition to our library at Yale’s 
environment school.”

—James Gustave Speth, former president of 
World Resources Institute and head of the 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), now Dean of the Yale University 
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies

-

• Shows the myriad connections between people, places,
and environments

• Highlights unifying themes and important concepts 

• Provides information on the methodology of life, 
environmental, and physical sciences 

• Links science with geography, social studies, and the arts.

• Provides personal and social perspectives on science,
technology, and human use of natural resources

• Covers topics related to personal health, local environ-
ments, and resource management 

• Enables students to understand and act on personal, 
economic, social, political, and international issues



For more information, including a 
full list of entries, contributors, 
sample pages, and more, 
please visit 
www.routledge-ny.com/EWEH
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