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Q nn spoke with Chrisrensen rbou he encvcloPedra bv
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rq.e.,"rt.,n.,n'ae,tioa. oot..tat " onl'l.J rttt '
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to th.I is diF€rent now than iI
would havc beer whcn we sttrcd vhen wc stared, it seerned

like a nice 6 vith !h€ othcr lhinss wc Ftre doing. lt didnt
pe, ". ,l'., r'^ra r' n u l- o r l^ulJ ron b "he p"te,t
r' i' Jo.. a"$. lr rc'\\J.be..m.more.e,,"ronlrnr
,ion wh,.h ls ro bt L.i bridse\ ofufdeAtrnJing

BNI: ta t-. i.t'dh t orl-, n tonbt "tp'"dhlo"ptA/p1r2,,, \. Ln.c "ad ' 
i :. " 'on 
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C'HRlsfENsEN,l d."i,hink I hrd iteard ofNcedham whco

I staned, but at somc point I grasP€d xt rhe on\'pc6on
who had been oerhaps even moE rmbirious thrn I 

'n 
qing

to explain Chinahrd been this p.oiessor.t Cambridgc who,

inrer;srinsh wds not a China sP€cirlh! Even though he *rs
brirna.ilv r scientisr, hc rcallvlooked at evetv aspect ol cutrure

,,,Lhi,-J. ll-( oro.r'l neri,' b"rel'L \e"Jhrn,rorrt'i
,n-, r'n,"n y,,.. n.,,er it-u eccF i p rol J:ec , oi.gr.'pt 1 o

Ne.db^n lme Man wlJa Laud China: kEPh Mcdhdn &d nE
M)t'a,otrMth /ii 00bl i r ir', nl wl' |\e nrr re
. -.,,; i",,..",,. -, r..tt:b.'rr rrz.r. - h:.,,. r. F.orrr.

rnd relrtionships. \(cll, in this prcieit, rhcre hA becn so much

jdai. Itt been on€ thing o,t chrnce meeting, on€ sddll-
world.onrecrion rtteranorher

BI\L: The eaq'cloptdia hz: a fttt CtDkt kak Cnn rot ,tk
tbo* wne olthc dtnian tbat o.,t hra the dsignl
CHRISTENSEN: I drink xn encyclop.dia should be be'utitul
I looked rt Chinese books l\c bcen collectirg rr the Bcijing
Book lai\ and I've worked with Chincse publishcrs I lot' and

m-rrofrh--"n" ', i' r".1. -"f,coi"-,crl ,'s'i-crer n

(n:leebooL rl .\"er.il b.,,,:t )d- g.rrd AlJrl'er'
I was introduc€d roJoan Uoan Lebold Cohcnl and discoveEd

rhat she had rhis unbelie!.ble collection ofPhotos goins b.cL
ro ih€ 1970s that fit wirh whai we were fuying to do vh't
rveic si),ing with dt Prgc dsign is, we rvant you t" h' rblc ro

see Chira in difiircnt ways

BKr., Yo" hnu. tak.n '.rttul 
,iF to CrrI i" the ],6t f a t.nB

what ar satr oftlu bissat.hiqr1otre nx ite vut ftt

CiJRISTENSEN: Mv son Tom was iust t.lking aboul one re

alh,otrvious thirs. Th€ 1i6( vear rve were then, we *averl in
r lmrlin cemniBciling noifir fronTi.nanmen Sqtr e \X/c

walked out oftbe hotel in the rrorning
to rvhaovas the edge oia conniucrion site
*irh rubble and b;ken rilcs, andwe *ould
eo ino this litrle hut rnd gesure to get

dumolires and soup ior bteikf.sr. Ve *crc
A,e "'.tyVcsc"*.i 

in tLe phce, rnd thev
rhonght wewere quite funnv Torr rnd I hare

b"hor'.,b..qrJn ''ip. r."nc L \ "rn.' " -r' nd \'i
., | :e. hie.r r.e '\o. A.rd e.a1 r, r" "l', rr .l r'g l *.r"
,". r".rr"rt.,mrer\e J .,1.,^ r, . ii,ll",'\ p..pl- r\^
iE rhe uDDer tier ofChn,i Hands, ..d I $rs..rized bec.use

"i-ost 
eGv""e I nlked t" srid, "l cxnr believe how much

Chinr h.s;h.nged. lt stuck me thar even tur peoPr€ $ho .re
.rllve'per'er.,d rlep*or'l 'rq, I rd "5r''p. rd'
r.'r"' 'h.n ri. -l-r'h .o,'ebnl 'ere 

n -"("1J"i' J

doni ger it. You can read aboui ir h the p.Pe. but },.o dont
gct thi alnor phlsical inpact "fthc 

cn..s.v

RKLt Te tu ahon io,, afyo atlrd Ch'td Ptojtct'
( HRl. | | Nrl \:u. "oui 's' 1". L'lur''eD//r'na
ol' t\t, BioC rt /.\\ .e ,l.o roi rg , I rr', Ir' { 'oor'
.,1.J n tTt:....r'. "trf. IoiJ:1.,1ur rJv'\'r's'
frorn the encvcloredia that can be uscd in .lassrooms l n
really interesied in making the cncvclopedir sonetnng nat
r ill 'be urd for techine, in d 7l,l 1J Crtrl is p.it of rhat cf-
f"n \ve've alreadr stanid rorkinq on r secord ednion ofthe
E,.t.tottLd ofCLind.\ ch.ve r iiw irtides, ard Ive $.rted
adiine-to rhe'edirorial board. ft\ xn i ere*ins thi.g drat

no* r-hat thc en.v.lopcdla is acmallv ont, pcople rvho *cte
errenrlv skepticrl oidrc concePr to $arr sith arc willins to

ioiD rhe ;diro;ill bord. A lot ofpcople rre jus stunnetl bv

th€ hc! rhat it eris6.
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'kePt;ht\ud 

itiut na bisn.!toj..tl
CHRISTENSEN: Too bie. proicc(, too rtNI Pitfills. TheI

""dcnt".d 
the tne'.".eis oischolarsfilp and the vrrious cul-

turaland political chrllcnges Also, nobody cke ha<l e*r done

BIiL: wLat are yort ptans .,for ele.ttunn ,ttio6 .[ ln alqla]'P

CHRISTINSEN: veie rvorkingwnh i.omprnl ihl hd
tto['t t in \\l lo ^' rr'( 'fdr''

-rno,1 s.,,.d "".\i't.. ,,1. ,1',nL( ^rJrri.l.
re.i.rrl,nle 'r'll'r \. lm ',',".r(ul r l : cr "1 ur

dree articles peLweek d,rt are licc, rnd thcyrvillbe tirll-color
versio.s. A Jbscrip(ion e book is avril.bl€ in an iidividnal
licens€ or rn institutional license rhrough mosr oithe nuiot
e-book rlatforns. Those are rcproductions ofthc bhck'and
u,hite piint rerion. \Vc'll be oFc'irg a frcc one've.r li'ens€ for
people who brv tlre encycloP€dia in Print

BKL, vot ,,nria,t.l ItLio tl4lt yot annt tli..n.ylopd,t to b'
hlilfot nn,h,rt Why '\ ./nt intPal.lut 1r )ar1
!dHt\lf\',il l;. ,le,n.v,l"p.l oe, p (rrcnDl
esDeci.llv the !:cnerarnn ofsrudents ir high schoolrnd col-

l-e". " .1."ir 1i " 8",,s errurf:'r' r''rI'
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