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Chinese history can be overwhelming, and no 
one claims to understand in detail more than 
specific periods of this great sweep of political, 
social, and economic development. But the 
world’s leading China scholars can, together, 
tell us the whole story. The Dictionary of 
Chinese Biography makes this immense 
history manageable—easier to comprehend 
and digest—by taking the reader through it in 
the life stories of key figures who have shaped, 
influenced, and transformed China. These 
individuals include emperors, politicians, 
poets, writers, artists, scientists, explorers 
and philosophers. This unique and ambitious 
project is built on the success of the monumental 
Berkshire Encyclopedia of China, published 
in 2009. Similar but longer articles—of  
5-10,000 words—make up the Dictionary of 
Chinese Biography. This is the first time that 
such an overview will be available in one 
place, produced by internationally recognized 
experts, and designed to satisfy the growing 
thirst for knowledge about China.

Berkshire 
Dictionary 
of Chinese 
Biography 978-1933782-66-9 •  Winter 2013 •  4 volumes  •  1,840 pages 

“Alas! Alas! What a gentleman dreads is to die before his name is known. My way is not popular. How shall I 
make myself known to later ages?” “弗乎弗乎，君子病没世而名不称焉。吾道不行矣，吾何以自见于后世哉？” 

—from the Biography of Confucius in Sima Qian’s Records of the Grand Historian.

The Dictionary of Chinese Biography will use the life stories of 150 
key individuals, selected from the earliest dynasties to the present 
day, to tell the story of China itself over the entire span of its history.
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Includes these  
notable people:

�� Livia Kohn on Laozi
�� Lowell Dittmer on Liu Shaoqi
�� Michael Dillon on Peng Dehuai 
�� Frances Wood on Matteo Ricci
�� Mark Strange on Sima Guang
�� Grant Hardy on Sima Qian
�� Kerry Brown on Zhao Ziyang
�� Sally Church on Zheng He
�� Ezra Vogel on on Deng Xiaoping
�� John Minford on Cao Xueqin

And more:
�� Mao Zedong
�� Mencius
�� Sun Tzu
�� Qin Shi Huangdi
�� Confucius
�� Khubilai Khan
�� Wu Zetian

What is the Berkshire DCB?
The Dictionary of Chinese Biography will use the life stories of 150 key individuals, 
selected from the earliest dynasties to the present day, to tell the story of China itself over 
the entire span of its history. It is a companion to the Berkshire Encyclopediof China.

Who is in it?
Remarkable people in any walk of life who were connected with China—past and present, 
including emperors, politicians, poets, writers, artists, scientists, explorers, and philosophers.

Who is it for?
The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography is a treasury of information for a diverse 
range of readers—researchers and scholars, school students, writers, biography readers, 
librarians, archivists, and curators. It is the essential starting point for those who seek how 
China has become what it is today.

Editorial excellence
The Berkshire DCB is led by editor-in-chief Kerry Brown (Chatham House), and  overseen 
by an advisory board including Roel Sterckx (University of Cambridge), Christopher 
Cullen (University of Cambridge), Chloe Starr (University of Oxford), Guoxiang PENG 
(Peking University), Jan Stuart (British Museum) and Frances Wood (British Library). 
There are over 100 contributors to the Berkshire DCB from around the world.
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Berkshire Publishing
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Please place my order for the four-volume 
Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography:

 List price $779
 Pre-publication discount price $729
 Pre-paid SPECIAL OFFER* $679   

   (best value)

* Special introductory price when you  
pre-pay before 15 April 2012.  
A full $145.00 off list price!

http://www.berkshirepublishing.com/brw/product.asp?projID=88
http://www.berkshirepublishing.com

