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T he Year of the Fire Monkey, which began on 8 
February 2016, is an appropriate one for Berkshire 
Publishing, a time to break new ground and set a new, 

ambitious direction as we seek to share “Knowledge for our 
common future.”

Berkshire titles are now available through Eurospan in the 
UK and on the continent, and in addition to seeing the full 
Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography online with Oxford 
University Press, Berkshire’s major backlist reference titles 
are now available through Oxford.

Our focus on China continues to grow, as we offer books from Chinese partners, create 
books and digital resources for students at all levels, and work with scholars and well-
known cookery authors on the five-volume Berkshire Encyclopedia of Chinese Cuisines. 
China is widely acknowledged to have one of the world’s two great cuisines but what the 
world knows of Chinese food is just the tip of the iceberg, and no authoritative, encyclo-
pedic reference work on the subject has ever been produced—not even in China. We are 
also proud to announce the first English edition of one of the Qing dynasty masterpieces 
and one of the world’s most famous books about food, Yuan Mei’s Manual of Gastronomy: 
Recipes from the Garden of Contentment.

The new year brings our first venture into literature. We are republishing several books by 
the inimitable Marvin Mudrick, a literary critic and English professor at UC Santa Barbara 
who died in 1986, just as I began working for Valerie Eliot in London on the T. S. Eliot 
Letters. I had gone to UCSB in order to study with him, taught a class in literary letters under 
his supervision, and with his encouragement tackled a feature article about the Institute for 
Theoretic Physics that got me a job interview with the editor of Scientific American. He was 
an entertainer, on the page and in the classroom. James Wolcott, the culture critic at Vanity 
Fair, wrote that Mudrick “turned litcrit into a spinoff of stand-up comedy.” Only in recent 
years have I realized how much my publishing has been influenced by attitudes and interests 
that Marvin Mudrick encouraged. It is a pleasure and honor to introduce him—and the 
books and authors he was so passionate about—to new readers.

Karen Christensen 沈凯伦
CEO and Founder  
Berkshire Publishing Group

Tel +1 413 528 0206 
karen@berkshirepublishing.com
Skype & WeChat: karen_christensen
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Professor Kerry Brown, shown here 
in Sydney,  Australia, with a statue of 
Confucius and the Berkshire Dictionary of 
Chinese Biography, is the new editor in chief 
of the Berkshire Encyclopedia of China. Brown 
says, “When history has a face, particularly 
the face of an individual with all their quirks, 
then it becomes more manageable.”

Professor W. H. McNeill, now 98 years old, is 
the senior editor of the Berkshire Encyclopedia 
of World History. He received the National 
Medal of Honor from President Barack 
Obama in 2010. The medal reads, “Expanding 
Our Understanding of the World.” Berkshire 
will publish his correspondence with David 
Christian next year. 
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Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography 
1979-Present 
Kerry Brown, King’s College, London, Editor in Chief

The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography 1979-Present contains short 
biographies of 100 key people in China since the country’s “opening up” in 
1979. These individuals include political figures, business leaders, lawyers, 
activists, writers, artists, intellectuals, and scientists, with the coverage 
extending to include influential people of Chinese origin around the world.

Volume 4 • US$199 • 9781614729006 • 2016 • Also available in color and ebook 
editions.  
Volumes 1–3 • US$595 • 9781933782669 
• 2014 •  Also available in color and ebook 
editions. 

4-Volume Set • US$779 • 9781614729754 • 2016

“The entries are not merely life chronologies. They probe their subjects’ 
personalities and accomplishments, providing a sense of how each 
subject fits into the complex mosaic of Chinese society. The result is a 
readable, often entertaining portrait of an era that is still in the process of 
becoming.” —Foreign Affairs

Includes

John Garnaut on Bo Xilai

Mabel Lee on Gao Xingjian

Ross Terrill on Mao Zedong

Ezra Vogel on Deng Xiaoping

Shaun Breslin on Zhu Rongji

Michael Berry on Hou Hsiao-hsien and Jia Zhangke

Karen S. Kingsbury on Zhang Ailing (Eileen Chang)

Bruce J. Jacobs on Lee Teng-hui and Ma Ying-jeou

Colin Mackerras on Lang Lang

Lawrence R. Sullivan on Dai Qing and Jack Ma

See volumes 1-3 
on page 17



SPotlIGht 2016

7 
宝库山 Berkshire Publishing grouP • www.berkshirepublishing.com • cservice@berkshirepublishing.com • tel + 413 528 0206

 

“Take a publisher with a decade of experience in China... and the 
end result is this sumptuous resource on all things China for the 21st 
century.” —Library Journal’s Best Reference 2010

Berkshire Encyclopedia of 
China, 2nd Edition

Kerry Brown, King’s College, London, Editor in Chief

Forthcoming 2018

A new edition of the Berkshire Encyclopedia of China is in development, with 
print and digital publication scheduled for Spring 2018. The project is led by 
Professor Kerry Brown, director of the Lau China Institute, King’s College, 
London, and editor in chief of the Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography. 

Along with full updates, extensive additional material expands the coverage 
of ancient China, Chinese history through the Qing dynasty, and 20th-century developments. The Encyclopedia of China 
is designed to answer 21st-century questions in its expanded coverage of technology and entrepreneurship, education 
(both in China and abroad), cities and urbanization, and popular topics including fashion, music, and food. There is new 
coverage of the Chinese Communist Party (its personnel, history, structure, and workings), regional governance, the 
Chinese economic system and stock markets, the legal system, Chinese influence in Africa and Latin America, inter-Asian 
relations, and initiatives such as “One Belt, One Road.”

The first edition, published in 2009, consists of five large-format volumes and more than 1.5 million expert-written words, 
with more than a thousand articles ranging from Abacus and Banking to Wound Literature and the Zhou Dynasty. It was 
the first work of its scope and kind in English, both a general introduction to China and an overview of Chinese studies in 
every academic discipline. Library Journal wrote, “Take a publisher with a decade of experience in China, add a group of 
well-known Chinese and Western scholars, pay special attention to details (each of the 800 articles begins on its own page, 
all article titles are rendered in English, Chinese characters, and transliterations), add 1100 unique photographs, sprinkle 
in dozens of traditional Chinese proverbs, do it all on recycled, chlorine-free paper, throw in a year of free online access, 
and the end result is this sumptuous resource on all things China for the 21st century.”

The new edition will be eight volumes in print, and is being developed with multi-platform digital access to teaching 
materials, Chinese-language learning syllabi, and video and audio supplements. 

8 volumes • US$1,888 • 9781614721888 • 2018  •  Place your standing order now and save 
20%. 

Additional coverage available in:

Booklist  
editor’s Choice

Library Journal 
best Reference Source

First edition available now at 40% 
off. Digital edition available via 
Oxford Reference Online. 
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Big History, Small World

Cynthia Stokes Brown

Big history becomes engaging and personal in Big History, Small World by 
Cynthia Stokes Brown, the only guide to a new approach to history that 
has been specifically designed for high school students. It’s also ideal for 
the general reader who shares Bill Gates’s fascination with this new blend 
of history and science, and fits neatly with the free curriculum available at 
the Big History Project, cofounded by Professor David Christian and Bill 
Gates, the founder of Microsoft.

Big History, Small World is organized into twelve chapters. In the first 
chapter, Brown discusses the scientific method. In the last chapter she 
discusses the different ways people interpret big history and find meaning 
in it. The other ten chapters are based on eight major turning points, or 
thresholds, in the cosmic story. One threshold, the emergence of life, gets 
two chapters, while a discussion of the future fills chapter eleven.

This book is not formatted as a traditional textbook, although it can easily be used as one. Each chapter has questions on 
the frontier of knowledge, as well as suggestions of how the content applies directly to the reader, to answer the perennial 
question: “Why do I have to learn this?” There are illustrations, charts, diagrams, a glossary and timeline, and short 
biographies of scientists and historians who have been influential in developing big history.

Cynthia Stokes Brown has taught world history in high-school and trained high-school teachers at Dominican University 
of California, where she piloted big history courses and helped initiate the big history program now required for all 
freshmen. She is the author of the general-interest book on big history, Big History: From the Big Bang to the Present (New 
York: New Press, 2nd ed. 2012) and also wrote a university-level textbook with David Christian and Craig Benjamin, Big 
History: Between Nothing and Everything (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2014). She is a founding member of the International 
Big History Association and associate editor of its publication, Origins.

Softcover: US$59 • 9781614720317 • June 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, and at our website.

David Christian and Bill 
Gates work together on the 
Big History Project.
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Women and Leadership: Concepts, History, and 
Case Studies
Editors George R. Goethals and Crystal L. Hoyt, University of Richmond

Countries with female leaders in 2016 include Argentina, Brazil, 
South Korea, Taiwan, Germany, and Poland, and the front-running 
Democratic Party candidate for the US presidential nomination in 
2008 and 2016 was a woman. Debates about leadership styles, about 
whether the world would be a better place if women were in charge, 
and about whether women should always support women candidates 
are increasingly loud. This compact volume, Women and Leadership: 
Concepts, History, and Case Studies, provides valuable research by 
experts on leadership and women’s history to help students and citizens 
who want a more nuanced explanation of what we know about women 
as leaders – and about how they have led in different fields, in different 
parts of the world, and in past centuries.  

Leadership is a longstanding preoccupation at Berkshire Publishing, a 
topic that we’ve covered in many publications including the Berkshire 

Encyclopedia of Sustainability, and a topic on which we created, with the help of hundreds of scholars, the definitive 
reference work. The Encyclopedia of Leadership was created by Berkshire and published by SAGE, a globally renowned 
academic publisher whose reference program we launched in 2004. Women and Leadership is the first in a series of 
Leadership Essentials from Berkshire.

Softcover: US$39.95 • 9781614720324 • June 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, and at our website.

leadership essentials
• Women and Leadership: Concepts, History and Case Studies
• Global Leadership
• Theories of Leadership
• Leadership Lessons from Villains
• Leadership Lessons from Saints
• History of Leadership
• Economic Leadership

World history essentials
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Eminent Chinese of the Qing Period 1644-1911/2

Arthur W. Hummel, Sr. with Tu Lien-che 杜聯喆 and Fang Chao-ying 房兆楹

A Berkshire World Classic and companion to the Berkshire Dictionary of 
Chinese Biography

Eminent Chinese of the Qing Period (1644-1911/2) is a standard reference 
used by scholars, meticulously compiled and unique in its scope. This 
much-loved work was produced under the auspices of the US Library of 
Congress and published by the United States Government Printing Office 
during World War II. The 2016 Berkshire edition contains the original text 
of 800 biographical entries, together with new material for 21st-century 
readers. These additions include an up-to-date bibliography, biographies 
of Hummel and the main contributors (including John K. Fairbank), por-
traits, maps, a timeline and glossary, and a general foreword. The original 
work contains traditional Chinese characters and the old Wade-Giles 
transliteration system, and the Berkshire edition adds modern simplified 
characters and pinyin transliteration.

“In genuine scholarship, in the wide range of events covered, in intimate 
accounts of leading happenings, in the voluminous amounts of Chinese 
source materials employed, the ambitious scale and the success of 
[Eminent Chinese of the Ch’ing Period]surpass and other single attempt 
made by the Western world to understand China in over half a century.” 

—Pacific Affairs 
Hardcover: $119.95 • Paperback: $69.95 • 9781614720331 • November 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, and 

at our website.

Arthur W. Hummel, Sr.

See Berkshire Dictionary 
of Chinese Biography  on 

page 17
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Yuan Mei’s Manual of Gastronomy
Recipes from the Garden of Contentment

Yuan Mei, translated by Sean Jy-Shyang Chen with Jeffrey Riegel and E. N. Anderson

Foreword by Nicole Mones, author of The Last Chinese Chef

Yuan Mei’s Manual of Gastronomy: Recipes from the Garden of Contentment (Suiyuan 
Shidan 隨園食單) is, remarkably, the first English edition of one of the world’s 
most famous books about food.  The Manual of Gastronomy is a treatise and 
cookbook written in the late eighteenth century by the Qing dynasty poet and 
official Yuan Mei 袁枚. It can be read as an introduction to Chinese culinary 
philosophy as well as a guide to famous dishes such as bird’s nest and shark’s fin. 
The Berkshire edition, translated by Sean Jy-Shyang Chen with editorial advice 
from Professors Jeffrey Riegel and E. N. Anderson, offers modern readers an 
appealing new angle to explore Chinese history and culinary culture, and conveys 
the charm, humor, and erudition of one of China’s greatest writers. Compiled in 

his “garden of contentment,” Yuan Mei’s Manual of Gastronomy introduces the ingredients, techniques, and attitudes that 
remain central to Chinese cuisine in the 21st century. The book includes a biography of Yuan Mei, a bibliography and 
glossary, and notes about the translation. 

An illustrated popular edition is also in preparation; details will be announced in Autumn 2016.

Bilingual acadamic edition, hardcover: US$140 • 9781614720324 • March 2017 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, 
and at our website.

Asian Cuisines: Food Culture and History from Japan 
and China to Turkey and Afghanistan
E. N. Anderson, et al.

Asian Cuisines: Food Culture and History of Asia from Japan and China to 
Afghanistan and Turkey (A Berkshire Essential) is a compilation of expert-written 
articles on national and regional cuisines as well as agriculture, important 
foodstuffs, and social and economic issues throughout the world’s largest and 
most diverse continent. Contributors include well-known scholars such as E. N. 
Anderson, who writes about China cuisine, and Darra Goldstein, who provides an 
overview of food in Central Asia. Coverage ranges from East, Southeast, South, 
and Central Asia, and includes Turkey and the countries that straddle Asia and the 
Middle East as well as Pan-Asian topics. This compact volume will be valuable in 
food studies programs and fills a unique spot on the shelf of anyone who loves to 
explore the meanings and flavors of world cuisines.

Softcover: US$39.95 • 9781614720300 • July 
2016 • Ebook editions available via all major 

distributors, and at our website.

See page 22 for 
the Berkshire 
Encyclopedia of 
Chinese Cuisines, 
coming in 2017.
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Mudrick Transcribed
Edited by Lance Kaplan

Paperback: 9781614720713 • 
US$24.95 • May 2016 • Ebook 
editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.

The Man in the 
Machine
Marvin Mudrick

Paperback: 9781614720294 • 
US$24.95 • May 2016 • Ebook 
editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.

Books Are Not Life, 
But Then What Is?
Marvin Mudrick

Paperback: 9781614720270  • 
US$24.95 • May 2016 • Ebook 
editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.

Nobody Here But Us 
Chickens
Marvin Mudrick

Paperback: 9781614720287 • 
US$24.95 • May 2016 • Ebook 
editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.

Jane Austen: Irony 
as Defense and 
Discovery
Marvin Mudrick

Paperback: 9781614720706 • 
US$24.95 • May 2016 • Ebook 
editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.

“Either over neither, both over either/or, live-and-let-live over stand-
or die, high spirits over low, energy over apathy, wit over dullness, 
jokes over homilies, good humor over jokes, good nature over 
bad, feeling over sentiment, truth over poetry, consciousness over 
explanations, tragedy over pathos, comedy over tragedy, entertainment 
over art, private over public, generosity over meanness, charity 
over murder, love over charity, irreplaceable over interchangeable, 
divergence over concurrence, principle over interest, people over 
principle.” —Marvin Mudrick, Nobody Here But Us Chickens
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b erkshire Publishing is proud to introduce Marvin Mudrick, a literary critic and English professor who died in 1986, 
with several of his books and a posthumously published volume created from tape recordings of classes at UC Santa 
Barbara. Mudrick’s voice and ideas have remained vivid in the minds of many people who knew and read him. James 

Wolcott, the culture critic at Vanity Fair, wrote that Mudrick “turned litcrit into a spinoff of stand-up comedy.” This set of 
books, among the first Berkshire Classics, has special meaning for Berkshire Publishing because founder and CEO Karen 
Christensen got her BA in literature with Mudrick and taught undergraduate courses under his supervision. His books are 
Berkshire’s first venture into the humanities.

“A freewheeling, earthy entertainer.” —Kirkus

“…A literary curmudgeon, a randy iconoclast, and a delight.”—
Washington Post

“Masterful is what Marvin Mudrick unmistakably and invig-
oratingly is.” —Times Literary Supplement

“…the Mickey Spillane of Belles Lettres.” —Village Voice

“…a national resource.” —New Republic

“Marvin Mudrick never confined himself to the works he was ostensibly reviewing, but saw these as opportunities to learn more about 
their authors’ entire achievements, which included the way they lived their lives…. Character portraits of a special kind are Marvin 
Mudrick’s medium and embody his critical method. Through them he reminds his readers that no artistic statement can be separated 
from the human being who has made it. Often he pursues what he perceives as personality defects in the person under his eye with a 
cruel and relentless wit, hunting down his words and actions, using these against him with devastating effect. At other times he joyfully 
pursues evidence of personal heroism, of a mind which has dared to be true to itself. He himself always demonstrated the qualities of 
self-commitment he valued most.

“…The voice in his writing reproduces his own living voice in an almost uncanny way. That voice is cantankerous, loving, aggressive, 
spiteful, charming; it abounds with energy and fierce humor. His very funny wordplay remains, and his gift for parody as well as his 
enormous love for, and need for the arts, as though his own life has depended on them....” 

—John Ridland, Alan Stephens, and Logan Speirs, colleagues at the College of Creative Studies, UC Santa Barbara

“Who the hell is Marvin Mudrick and what 
gives weight to his pronouncements anyway?”  

—letter writer in the New York Review of Books



“All students of China and indeed 
of East Asia and world history will 
be greatly aided in their studies by 
this comprehensive reference work. 
The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese 
Biography is a true milestone in 
collaborative historical research.”

—Wm. Theodore de Bary, Columbia University, editor of 
Sources of Chinese Tradition
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Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography, Volumes 1–3 
The Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography, the first publication of its kind since 1898, is the 
work of more than one hundred internationally recognized experts from nearly a dozen countries. 
It has been designed to satisfy the growing thirst of students, researchers, professionals, and general 
readers for knowledge about China. It makes the entire span of Chinese history manageable by 
introducing the reader to emperors, politicians, poets, writers, artists, scientists, warlords, explorers, 
and philosophers who have shaped and transformed China over the course of five thousand years. 
In 135 entries, ranging from 1,000 to 8,000 words and written by some of the world’s leading China 
scholars, the Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography takes the reader from the important (even 
if possibly mythological) figures of ancient China to Communist leaders Mao Zedong and Deng 
Xiaoping. The in-depth essays provide rich historical context and create a compelling narrative that 
weaves abstract concepts and disparate events into a coherent story. Cross-references between the 
articles show the connections between times, places, movements, events, and individuals. 

Berkshire Dictionary of Chinese Biography Volume 4 
Volume 4 of the Dictionary of Chinese Biography is a stand-alone handbook of short biographies of key 
people in China since the country’s “opening up” to the rest of the world in 1979. These individuals include 
political figures, business leaders, lawyers, activists, writers, artists, intellectuals, and scientists, with the 
coverage extending in this volume to “Greater China” in order to include influential people of Chinese origin 
around the world. The list of individuals has been curated by leading China experts. New people will be 
added to future editions and articles will be updated regularly, with supplementary information and analysis 
available online.

Volumes 1–3 • US$595 • 9781933782669 • 2014 •  Also available in color and ebook editions. 
 

Volume 4: US$199 • 9781614729006 • 2016 • Also available in color and ebook editions.  
4-Volume Set • US$779 • 9781614729754 • 2016
For print/digital bundle prices or color editions, please contact cservice@berkshirepublishing.com

Editor in Chief 

Kerry Brown, King’s College, London

Editorial Advisory Board

Christopher Cullen, Needham Research Institute, 
Cambridge University

Julia Lovell, University of London

Guoxiang Peng, Zhejiang University

Chloë Starr, Yale University

Jan Stuart, The British Museum

John Wills, Jr., University of Southern California

Frances Wood, British Library

Associate Editors

Patrick Boehler, University of Hong Kong

Sylvia Hui, Independent scholar, London

Wai (Winnie) Tsui, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
The Eight Immortals (or Eight El-
ders) by Tani Buncho (1763–1840). 
Seikado Bunko Art Museum.

Contributors include 

Ross Terrill on Mao Zedong

Ezra Vogel on Deng Xiaoping

Hannah Pakula on  
Soong Mei-ling

Jonathan Fenby on Chiang Kai-shek

 John Minford on 
Cao Xueqin

Peter Ditmanson on Emperor Yongle

Tao Tao Liu on Li Bai and Du Fu

Colin Mackerras on Emperor Qianlong and Tang 
Xianzu 

Mark Strange on Sima Guang

Grant Hardy on Sima Qian

Jeffrey Richey on Confucius

Livia Kohn on Laozi

http://bit.ly/dictionarychinesebiography
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Philosophy and Religion in China
Philosophy and Religion in China, a Berkshire Essential, takes readers 
beyond the more familiar philosophical and religious traditions that 
have shaped Chinese culture from ancient to modern times to explore 
a wide range of thought and belief systems, from Confucianism and 
the role of philosophy in governance to folk religions and household 
deities.

US$39.95 • 9781614729907 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.

Governance and Leadership in China
Governance and Leadership in China, a Berkshire Essential, is designed 
to educate readers about modern Chinese politics and economic poli-
cies as well as to explore the historic movements and key events that 
have driven Chinese rulers to embrace its current state of affairs.

US$39.95 • 9781614729914 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.

Art and Literature in China
Art and Literature in China, a Berkshire Essential, provides an illus-
trated overview of China’s rich artistic traditions from ancient times 
to the 21st century: from bronze sculpture, silk painting, and calligra-
phy to modern literary figures such as Qian Zhongzhu.

US$39.95 • 9781614729549 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.

Geography and Environment in China
Geography and Environment in China, a Berkshire Essential, introduc-
es students to the vast diversity of China’s peoples and their lands. 
Articles explore how the Chinese government has endeavored to 
bend nature to its will, how nature is responding and changing to 
China’s rise, and how China copes with natural disasters whose in-
tensity magnifies with respect to the vast populations they affect.

US$39.95 • 9781614729525 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.

Business and Economy in China
Business and Economy in China, a Berkshire Essential, traces China’s 
financial development during the country’s millennia-long imperial 
rule, the increasing Western influence in the 19th century, the chal-
lenges and benefits of industrialization in the 20th, and double-digit 
economic growth since the 1990s. 

US$39.95 • 9781614729914 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.
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Welcoming Your Chinese 
Exchange Teacher: A 
Guide for Host Families
Ebook: US$5.99  •  9781614720423   
July 2016

Chinese Proverbs for Mandarin Chinese Classes, Book 1
Proverbs are an important and characteristic feature of Chinese culture. There is a Chinese proverb 
for almost any situation, and judicious use of proverbs in Chinese writing is regarded as a sign of good 
education. Proverbs are often derived from stories or historical events, and offer a multi-dimensional 
resource for teaching Chinese. This guide, Chinese Proverbs for Mandarin Chinese Classes, offers a col-
lection of proverbs of different types: chéngyǔ 成语 (accepted phrases), yànyǔ 言语 (familiar 
sayings), súyǔ 俗语 (popular sayings), and xiēhòuyǔ 歇后语 (two-part allegorical sayings). Each 
proverb is set out with all the materials needed for classroom teaching: a literal translation, the figura-
tive meaning, the story behind the proverb or its source, a vocabulary list, and examples of how the 
proverb is used in modern Chinese. Illustrations and vocabulary lists are also available online for use 
in classroom presentations.

Paperback: US$15.95 •  9781614720393 • August 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.

Making the Most of 
Your Foreign Teaching 
Experience: A Guide for 
Chinese Teachers
Ebook: US$5.99 •  9781614720409    
July 2016

Introducing Mandarin 
Chinese: A Guide for 
Host Schools
Ebook: US$5.99  • 9781614720416    
July 2016

Chinese lessons: Guides for k-12 teachers, Families, and administrators

These concise guides for visiting Chinese teachers, host families, and host schools have been adapted from hand-
books developed for the US-China Teachers Exchange Program, which was an early leader in bringing Chinese 
teachers to the United States and sending American teachers to China as a cultural and educational exchange. The 
exchange program provided the teachers a unique opportunity to improve their own language and teaching skills; 
deepen their understanding of another culture; and share new curriculum, pedagogy, and experiences in their home 
classrooms upon their return. Today, the teaching of Mandarin is expanding throughout the world through a wide 
range of programs and initiatives. Berkshire Publishing plans to develop and expand the guides through its online 
China platform, and has produced these convenient and inexpensive versions for use on ereaders.
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“Take a publisher with a decade of experience in China, add a group 
of well-known Chinese and Western scholars, sprinkle in dozens of 
traditional Chinese proverbs, and the end result is this sumptuous 
resource on all things China for the 21st century.”

—   Best Reference 2010

each encyclopedia article includes 
pinyin and Chinese translations of 
the article title, perfect for Chinese 
language courses.

Informative abstracts 
provide an overview

Visual learning tools
over 1,200 unique photographs. Maps, 
timelines, primary source sidebars, and 
dozens of traditional proverbs Pinyin 
and Chinese
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Berkshire 
Encyclopedia of 
China
Modern and Historic Views of the World’s 
Newest and  Oldest Global Power

宝库山 中华全书: 跨越历史和现代 审视最新和最古老的全球大国

The five-volume Berkshire Encyclopedia of China is truly a 21st-century 
work, with coverage of environmental issues, global economics, online 
communications, and the latest political developments. While these volumes 
include many articles about China’s earliest history—going back 5,000 years 
and even further into the past—the Encyclopedia of China is focused on 
the events, concepts, and people that matter today. The authors of its 800 
articles are scholars at major Chinese and Western universities and research 
institutes. The accessibly written and lavishly illustrated articles range from 
600 to 6,000 words. Article titles appear in English and in Chinese with pinyin 
transliterations and tones to help those studying the language, while primary 
text sidebars add historical perspective. The Berkshire Encyclopedia of China 
provides unrivaled insight into China’s past, present, and future.

BookNews: “critical and knowledgeable,” “topics include businesses, political 
figures and parties, historical events, military figures and events, poets, art, 
natural resources, and technol-
ogy.” Booklist: “handsome and user 

friendly,” “charming,” “generously sized illustrations,” “highly recommended for academic, public, 
and high-school libraries.” Library Journal: “thorough without being overly complicated,” “insight-
ful.” Midwest Book Review: “informed and informative articles contributed by outstanding scholars 
from China and around the world,” “a core reference which is highly recommended for personal, 
professional, academic, and community libraries.” School Library Journal: “abundant photos, vi-
gnette drawings, proverbs, headings and parts of entries in pinyin and Chinese characters, and 
attractive layout,” “the achievement of this ambitious work is admirable.”

5 volumes • US$800 • 9780977015948 • 2009 • Digital editions available. Some digital editions available in full color 

Features:

• 800 articles about Chinese history and culture,  focusing 
on patterns and continuities

• Articles about China in the world today, with a focus on  
cultural, political, and economic relationships; military 
expansion; and human and religious rights

• News-related coverage on social and environmental 
issues (“Food Safety”), new communications and media 
(“Internet Use” and “Blogging”), and topics   relevant to 
the global economic crisis (“Stock Markets,” “Beijing 
Consensus,” and “Currency Valuation”)

• Over 1,200 unique photographs, maps, timelines, and 
primary source sidebars, and dozens of traditional 
proverbs

Booklist  
editor’s Choice

Library Journal 
best Reference Source

Editors: Linsun Cheng, University of Massachusetts, 
Dartmouth; Kerry Brown, King’s College, London; 
Winberg Chai,  University of Wyoming; et al.

See page 41 for  
This Is China, the 
classroom companion 
to the Berkshire 
Encyclopedia of China



Berkshire Publishing

22 
宝库山 Berkshire Publishing grouP • www.berkshirepublishing.com • cservice@berkshirepublishing.com • tel + 413 528 0206

 

Berkshire Encyclopedia of Chinese Cuisines 
The Berkshire Encyclopedia of Chinese Cuisines is a comprehensive resource on the 
world’s most complex culinary terrain, bringing together the rich traditions and 
global influence of Chinese cuisines in a work of scholarship that is also of great 
practical value. The five-volume encyclopedia is a “treasure mountain library” 
of food lore, food history, and—perhaps most important, recipes. The Berkshire 
Encyclopedia of Chinese Cuisines covers national, regional, ethnic, and religious 
cuisines, as well as biographies, the cuisines of global Chinese communities, and 
home cooking, adapted for use in homes around the world.

5 volumes • US$895 • 9781614729020 • 2017 • The encyclopedia will have 
an online platform packed with recipes and instructional materials. Contact us 
for details.  

 
 
 
Academic Advisory Board  
E. N. Anderson, University of California, 
Riverside, Sidney C. H. Cheung (General 

Editor), Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
John Eng-Wong, Brown University, Darra Goldstein, Williams College and Gastronomica, Thomas 
Hoellmann, LMU Munchen, Ronald G. Knapp, State University of New York at New Paltz, Anne 
Mendelson, Independent scholar, Krishnendu Ray, New York University, Francoise Sabban, Center for 
Studies in Modern and Contemporary China, Paris, Charles Shoemaker, University of California, Davis, Mark Swislocki, New York University Abu 
Dhabi, Chee-Beng Tan, Sun Yat-sen University, Joanna Waley-Cohen, New York University, Shanghai, David Y. H. Wu, University of Hawaii, 
Willa Zhen, Culinary Institute of America
 
Culinary Advisory Board
Ivy Shu-E Chen, Ivy’s Kitchen, Andrew Coe, Author, Chop Suey: A Cultural History of Chinese Food in the US, Edouard Cointreau, Gourmand 
Books, Robert Delfs, Author, Naomi Duguid, University of Toronto, Fuchsia Dunlop, Author, Every Grain of Rice, Robyn Eckhardt, Author, 
EatingAsia, Ken Hom, OBE, Author and founding patron of Oxford Gastronomica, Laura Kelley, Author, The Silk Road Gourmet, Nicole Mones, 
Author, The Last Chinese Chef, Jacqueline M. Newman, Editor, Flavor & Fortune, Carolyn Phillips, Author, All Under Heaven: Recipes from 
the 35 Cuisines of China, Nina Simonds, Author, Moonbeams, Dumplings & Dragon Boats, Nach Waxman, Kitchen Arts & Letters, NYC, Grace 
Young, Author, Stir-Frying to the Sky’s Edge

Features:

• Cuisines and culinary traditions
• Cooking and eating
• Food in Chinese history
• Food in Chinese culture
• Foodstuffs of all types
• Concepts and techniques
• Renowned dishes
• Culinary institutes, museums, and libraries
• Chefs, gourmets, and writers
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Yuan Mei’s Manual of Gastronomy
Recipes from the Garden of Contentment

Yuan Mei, translated by Sean Jy-Shyang Chen with Jeffrey Riegel and E. N. Anderson

Foreword by Nicole Mones, author of The Last Chinese Chef

Yuan Mei’s Manual of Gastronomy: Recipes from the Garden of Contentment (Suiyuan 
Shidan 隨園食單) is, remarkably, the first English edition of one of the world’s 
most famous books about food.  The Manual of Gastronomy is a treatise and 
cookbook written in the late eighteenth century by the Qing dynasty poet and 
official Yuan Mei 袁枚. It can be read as an introduction to Chinese culinary 
philosophy as well as a guide to famous dishes such as bird’s nest and shark’s fin. 
The Berkshire edition, translated by Sean Jy-Shyang Chen with editorial advice 
from Professors Jeffrey Riegel and E. N. Anderson, offers modern readers an 
appealing new angle to explore Chinese history and culinary culture, and conveys 
the charm, humor, and erudition of one of China’s greatest writers. Compiled in 

his “garden of contentment,” Yuan Mei’s Manual of Gastronomy introduces the ingredients, techniques, and attitudes that 
remain central to Chinese cuisine in the 21st century. The book includes a biography of Yuan Mei, a bibliography and 
glossary, and notes about the translation. 

An illustrated popular edition is also in preparation; details will be announced in Autumn 2016.

Bilingual acadamic edition, hardcover: US$140 • 9781614720324 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, and at 
our website.

Asian Cuisines: Food Culture and History from Japan 
and China to Turkey and Afghanistan
E. N. Anderson, et al.

Asian Cuisines: Food Culture and History of Asia from Japan and China to 
Afghanistan and Turkey (A Berkshire Essential) is a compilation of expert-written 
articles on national and regional cuisines as well as agriculture, important 
foodstuffs, and social and economic issues throughout the world’s largest and 
most diverse continent. Contributors include well-known scholars such as E. N. 
Anderson, who writes about China cuisine, and Darra Goldstein, who provides an 
overview of food in Central Asia. Coverage ranges from East, Southeast, South, 
and Central Asia, and includes Turkey and the countries that straddle Asia and the 
Middle East as well as Pan-Asian topics. This compact volume will be valuable in 
food studies programs and fills a unique spot on the shelf of anyone who loves to 
explore the meanings and flavors of world cuisines.

Softcover: US$39.95 • 9781614720300 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.
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Berkshire Essentials: The Internet in China
Cultural, Political, and Social Dimensions (1980s–2000s)

网络在中国: 从文化，政治和社会视角看中国互联网

Editors Ashley Esarey and Randy Kluver

The Internet in China, a Berkshire Essential, provides unique and much-needed historical 
background on the communications revolution and technological developments that have 
transformed Chinese society, creating new conflicts and new opportunities for the nation’s half 
billion “netizens.” This convenient handbook covers the role of the Internet in business and economy, 
governance and politics, civil society, and social welfare. More than forty international experts, 
many of them Chinese, write about community-building and social networking, online dating and 
romance, government regulation, education and entertainment, and phenomena specific to China, 
including the Great Firewall and microblogging.

Hardcover: US$129 • 9781933782607 • Softcover: US$59 • 9781614729358 • Ebook: 
US$49 • 9781933782249  • 2015

Berkshire Essentials: Education in China
Educational History, Models, and Initiatives

中华教育: 历史，模式和思想 

Editor Qiang Zha • Advisory Board Ruth Hayhoe and Heidi Ross

Education is profoundly valued in China, and Chinese students are known worldwide for 
their accomplishment and ambition. But these facts do not tell the whole story. Intellectuals 
were persecuted during the Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) and only recently has a 
college education been accessible to a majority of Chinese high school graduates. Things are 
changing rapidly. China’s higher-education system is now the largest in the world, and the 
number of Chinese students in the United States is growing at twenty-five percent annually. 
Collaboration with Western scholars and universities is increasing. Governmental and 
philanthropic agencies are working to provide better education to students in the margins, 
including minority, poor, disabled, and rural students. This Berkshire Essentials volume, 
Education in China, includes contributions by seventy-five international experts on Chinese 
education and provides unique coverage of learning at all levels.

Hardcover: US$129 • 9781933782591 • 2013 • Softcover: US$59 • 9781614729303 • 
Digital editions available. Some digital editions available in full color 
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Touchdown: An American Obsession 
Editors Gerald R. Gems and Gertrud Pfister

American football is the most popular, and controversial, sport in the United 
States, and a massive industry. The NFL’s revenues are over $13 billion annually. 
The Super Bowl is watched by half of US television households and is televised in 
over 150 countries. Touchdown: An American Obsession is the first comprehensive 
guide to the history and culture of the sport, covering US college football as 
well as professional football worldwide. The editors and authors are among 
the world’s leading sports scholars. They cover race, ethnicity, religion, gender, 
social class, and globalization, as well as recent scandals and controversies, the 
importance of television, and the art and aesthetics of the game. Touchdown: An 
American Obsession is a readable, authoritative guide for Americans as well as an 
introduction for people around the world. 

Hardcover: US$150 •  9781614720355 • June 2017 • Ebook editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website.

Faster Higher Stronger: The Olympic Games from 
Ancient Times to Rio 2016
Editor Harvey Abrams

The Olympic motto is Citius Altius Fortius, “Faster Higher Stronger,” and 
Berkshire Publishing, known for award-winning encyclopedias of World Sport, 
Extreme Sports, and Women and Sports, is pleased to offer this concise guide, Faster 
Higher Stronger: The Olympic Games from Ancient Times to Rio 2016. Articles by 
Olympic scholars including Donald Kyle, Robert Barney, Roland Renson, and 
Allen Guttmann (the latter two winners of the International Olympic Committee’s 
first awards for sports history) cover the ancient Olympic Games in Greece and 
then focus on the history of the modern Summer Olympics from their beginning 
in 1896 through to the London Games of 2012. International controversies 
including gender verification and doping, so-called “Olympic resistance,” and calls 
for “green” Olympics are included in the wide-ranging coverage.  

Ebook: US$9.95 •  9781614720348 • June 2016
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Fun sports facts!
• Softball first came about by sewing together a boxing glove; it later became popular as a way for firemen to keep busy between fires. 
• In a precursor to water polo called “water derby,” competitors bobbed around on barrels while hitting a ball with a mallet.
• Lieutenant (later General) George S. Patton participated in the modern pentathlon at the Stockholm Olympics in 1912; he might 

have won had he not done so poorly in the shooting event, where he insisted on using his service revolver while the rest of the 
pentathletes used target pistols.

• The theologian Martin Luther bowled, an activity which reminded him of the Christian’s duty to knock down the devil; John Calvin 
also enjoyed bowling, although he saw most other sports as a hindrance to holy living.

• It is often claimed that stoolball’s name derived from the fact that the first bats were three-legged milking stools, from which modern 
bats were developed.

• The entire first day of the original modern Olympics was devoted to religious rituals—a kind of prolonged opening ceremony when 
religion mattered more than patriotism or commercial glitz.

• Prior to 1937, the national f lags of Lichtenstein and Haiti were identical by coincidence; a fact neither country discovered until they 
competed in the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin, Germany. 
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Berkshire Encyclopedia of World Sport, 
Third Edition

The renowned Berkshire Encyclopedia of World Sport covers the culture, 
history, and business of sports around the world. The third edition of this 
groundbreaking work brings the study of sports into the 21st century by 
integrating Berkshire’s past work on women’s sports and extreme sports 
into a complete sporting library: a perfect addition for any library.

The new three-volume set includes over 300 updated and new articles on:

• sports management and marketing
• every sport from buzkashi to motorcycle polo
• sports medicine
• the Olympics, past and future
• environmental and economic issues

The third edition includes:

• short, easily digestible article abstracts and keywords
• tables of upcoming Olympics events 
• sports-related quotes
• foreword by London Organising Committee Chairman and    
           Olympic middle distance runner Sebastian Coe

Editors: David Levinson and Gertrud Pfister

The Times (London) called the Encyclopedia of World Sport “the newest sporting bible.” Berkshire sports titles have been praised 
by GQ magazine, La Gazzetta dello Sport, and the British bookmakers William Hill, and received awards from Choice, Library 
Journal, and Booklist.

 3 volumes • US$559 • 97819933782676 • 2013 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, 
and at our website. 

See page 40 for  
This Sporting 
World

Berkshire Encyclopedia of Extreme Sports
The Berkshire Encyclopedia of Extreme Sports provides the first international survey of extreme sports, which 
include a wide variety of physical pursuits and activities such as bungee jumping, dirt biking, sky surfing, and 
rock climbing: individualist, adventure-type sports rather than traditional team sports. “Extreme” also refers to 
the antisocial attitudes and uncompromising values associated with these new sports, attitudes and values that 
are often in sharp contrast to those of more conservative, mainstream, and middle-class sports. This volume is 
a state-of-the-art summary of where extreme sports are today, where they have come from, and how they are 
likely to grow and change in the years ahead.

Hardcover: US$135 • 9780977015955 • 2007 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, and 
at our website.
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Green School Manual
James Elder et al.

The Green School Manual sets out practical steps that any school can take to improve student 
learning and well-being while introducing students and teachers to environmental science 
and stewardship. These steps fall into three areas: Living Lighter (Environmental Impact), 
Living Better (Healthy School Environment), and Learning for the Future (Sustainability 
Literacy). This three-pillared framework follows that of the new US Department of 
Education’s Green Schools award program. The Green School Manual also contains case 
studies and resource lists for parents, administrators, teachers, department heads and 
specialist educators, and school board members, and a concluding section by a futurist, 
explaining to think about and study future scenarios.

Paperback: US$29.95 • 9781614720386 • September 2016 • Ebook editions available 
via all major distributors, and at our website.

Cool Planet Guide
Karen Christensen et al.

The Cool Planet Guide is a lifestyle guide for the real world. Karen Christensen explains 
how we can slow or stop climate change by rethinking how we live, and takes scientific data 
and sorts it into steps that we can use to take charge of our futures. This is not a book for 
people who spend their Saturdays on picket lines or celebrities who can hire their own eco-
consultant. The Cool Planet Guide is for the rest of us - people who are genuinely concerned 
about global warming, but don’t know exactly what to do about it - and has been put 
together with the help of experts around the world by an author whose previous green living 
handbooks have been widely praised and translated into many languages. Christensen is also 
the CEO of Berkshire Publishing Group.

Paperback: US$29.95 • 9781614720379 • April 2017 • Ebook editions available via all 
major distributors, and at our website.
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Coming soon—Essentials from the Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability

Religion and Sustainability
Religion and Sustainability explores the ties between humans and their environment across a wide range of perspectives: from Buddhism, Bahai, 
Hinduism, and Daoism to Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, as well as those of indigenous traditions around the world. The volume examines 
major theories in philosophy and environmental ethics, such as the concepts of “deep ecology,” theocentrism versus anthropocentrism (i.e., is 
God or humankind the center of the world), and the occasionally conflicting (but so often harmonious) roles of science and religion in rela-
tion to the world’s environment. Other articles outline the various goals of sustainability: ecological integrity, economic health, human dignity, 
fairness to the future, and social justice.

Paperback: US$39.95 • 9781614729563 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, and at our website.

Natural Resources for Sustainability
Editor Lisa Harrington 

Natural Resources for Sustainability is made up of natural resources–
focused articles from the Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability, 
covering the nature, extraction, and uses of important resources, as 
well as resource concerns and management approaches.

Paperback: US$39.95 • 9781614729686 • 2016 • Ebook editions 
available via all major distributors, and at our website.

Sustainability Science
Editor Lisa Harrington

Sustainability Science includes a number of short chapters describing 
the historical movement and concepts that built toward sustainability 
science and concepts that underlie the science of sustainability today. 
While “sustainability” and “sustainable development” date back 
several decades, suggestion and recognition of “sustainability science” 
began with this millennium.

Paperback: US$39.95 • 9781614729655 • 2016 • Ebook editions 
available via all major distributors, and at our website.
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Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability 
 
A groundbreaking interdisciplinary resource for 21st-century students and professionals that 
provides the knowledge and solutions we need to transform our common future. 

•	 Vol. 1: The Spirit of Sustainability
•	 Vol. 2: The Business of Sustainability
•	 Vol. 3: The Law and Politics of Sustainability
•	 Vol. 4: Natural Resources and Sustainability
•	 Vol. 5: Ecosystem Management and Sustainability
•	 Vol. 6: Measurements, Indicators, and Research Methods for Sustainability
•	 Vol. 7: China, India, and East and Southeast Asia: Assessing Sustainability
•	 Vol. 8: The Americas and Oceania: Assessing Sustainability
•	 Vol. 9: Afro-Eurasia: Assessing Sustainability
•	 Vol. 10: The Future of Sustainability

“. . .[A] seminal project of immense value. . .strongly recommended. . .” 

—  5 out of 5 stars     
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Berkshire Encyclopedia of 
Sustainability, Volumes 1-10

General Editor: Ray Anderson 

In the 10-volume Berkshire Encyclope-
dia of Sustainability, experts around the 
world provide authoritative coverage of 
the growing body of knowledge about 
ways to restore the planet. Focused on 
solutions, this interdisciplinary print and 
online publication draws from the natural, 
physical, and social sciences—geophysics, 
engineering, and resource management, 
to name a few—and from philosophy and 
religion. The result is a unified, organized, 
and peer-reviewed resource on sustainabil-
ity that connects academic research to real 
world challenges and provides a balanced, 
trustworthy perspective on global envi-
ronmental challenges in the 21st century.

10 volumes • US$1,800 • Hardcover • 9781933782010 • 2012 
Digital editions available. 

“The Business of Sustainability [vol. 2] would make an impressive 
stand-alone business reference. Some of the concepts addressed, e.g., 
“triple bottom line,” “peace through commerce,” and “base of the 
pyramid,“ though not new, are not widely known and deserve the extra 
prominence that this book confers.”—

“The Spirit of Sustainability [vol. 1] is an important 
contribution, especially as part of a larger whole, and is essential 
for academic and large public libraries with collections on the 

environment.”—  Editor’s Choice
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Energy Industries and Sustainability
Energy Industries and Sustainability takes a unique approach to the 
subject by providing coverage not only of our past use of energy 
resources and the sustainability “mistakes” made by energy-related 
industries, but also of the ways in which people worldwide have been 
inspired to explore innovative methods for a sustainable future. From 
energy production methods such as wind turbine technology, the 
viable use of solar energy, and the safety of natural gas piping, nuclear 
power, and offshore oil drilling to concepts such as material substitu-
tion and nanotechnology, this volume offers a fresh perspective on 
the positive steps being taken in the twenty-first century to make 
human responsibility for energy use—from the grassroots level to 
the most powerful corporate and government regulatory bodies—a 
priority around the globe.

US$39.95 • 9781614729907 • 2013 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.
 

Environmental Law and Sustainability
Environmental Law and Sustainability explains the important 
concepts and theories related to environmental regulations or agree-
ments—especially those with the potential for international impact. 
The volume assesses case studies of significant events in legal and 
environmental history, such as natural or human-made disasters or 
the long-term consequences of a precedent-setting ruling. Coverage 
focuses on how sustainability plays a role in legal systems worldwide. 
By using concise language geared to the nonspecialist—but with 
detail valuable for specialists in a number of fields, including species 
and resource protection, business and government accountability, 
sustainable social and economic development, and social responsi-
bility—this volume is valuable to students and professionals alike.

US$39.95 • 9781614729914 • 2013 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.

Industrial Ecology and Sustainability
Industrial Ecology and Sustainability addresses industry as a human-
made ecosystem that is nevertheless subject to the same laws that 
govern natural ecosystems. The articles, all written for the nonexpert 
reader, discuss strategies for using natural ecosystems as a potential 
model for the sustainable organization of production and consump-
tion in society, tracking material and energy flows through societal 
systems at multiple scales in order to comprehend and manage their 
effects on the environment. The volume includes articles on sustain-
able design, materials substitution, packaging, remanufacturing, 
recycling, nanotechnology, supply chain analysis, and biomimicry, all 
of which define key concepts that shape the environmental studies so 
crucial to a sustainable future.

US$39.95 • 9781614729549 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.

Finance and Investment for 
Sustainability
Finance, Investment, and Sustainability explores how a green economy 
can be created and sustained—using “sustainability” in both the 
environmental and financial senses of the word. Articles written for 
the nonexpert reader cover topics such as green-collar jobs, energy 
and foreign investment law, public-private partnerships, the World 
Bank, smart growth, the financial services industry, the “base of 
the pyramid,” (i.e., the world’s poor), social enterprise, green taxes, 
and the concept of the triple bottom line, sometimes described as 
“people, planet, and profit.”

US$39.95 • 9781614729525 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website.
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This Fleeting World: A Short History  
of Humanity
David Christian

A great historian can make clear the connections between the first Homo 
sapiens and today’s version of the species, and a great storyteller can make 
those connections come alive. David Christian is both, and This Fleeting 
World: A Short History of Humanity, now on its fifth printing, makes the 
journey—from the earliest foraging era to the agrarian era to our own modern 
era—a fascinating one. Ready to help your students give up their preconcep-
tions that anything old is probably boring? Enter This Fleeting World.

• Quick and convenient and fun to read
• Ideal for introductory world history classes
• Perfect supplementary reading for other history classes

“David Christian has developed fascinating new perspectives on 
the global past by systematically considering human history in 
the context of the natural environment. This Fleeting World offers 
a succinct articulation of his views, which hold fresh ideas for 
professional historians and the general public alike.”  
—Jerry H. Bentley, editor, Journal of World History

US$19.95 • 9781933782041 • 2014 • Hardcover and digital editions 
available • bulk discounts available 

 

 Thus shall ye think of all this fleeting world:
 A star at dawn, a bubble in a stream,
 A flash of lightning in a summer cloud,
 A flickering lamp, a phantom, and a dream.  —The Diamond Sutra

“I became an avid student of David Christian by 
watching his course on DVD, so I am very happy 
to see his enlightening presentation of the world’s 
history captured in This Fleeting World. I hope it will 
introduce a wider audience to this gifted scientist 
and teacher.” 

—Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft
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“One of the great strengths of this unique resource is that although it 
is accessible to novices and younger users, it is still useful to more 
advanced researchers and scholars. It succeeds in tying specific 
and local histories to larger patterns and movements. Overall, this 
magnificent set provides an interconnected and holistic perspective 
on human history and is recommended for most libraries.”  

—

Over 1,200 illustrations
the 6 volumes contain more than 
1,200 illustrations, photos, and 
maps from the collections of the 
library of Congress, the World 
Digital library, the New york 
Public library, and many more.

Informative abstracts provide an overview

Easy to read page design and layout
each article begins on a wide-margined page 
to make photocopying classroom handouts or 
homework assignments easier.
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Berkshire Encyclopedia  
of World History, 2nd Edition
Editors: William H. McNeill, University of Chicago (Emeritus); 
Jerry H. Bentley, University of Hawaii, Manoa; David Christian, 
Macquarie University, Sydney; Ralph C. Croizier, University of 
Victoria; J. R. McNeill, Georgetown University

From the big bang to the 21st century, the renowned Berkshire En-
cyclopedia of World History provides an integrated view of human 
and universal history. In its 580 articles and over 1,200 illustra-
tions, eminent scholars examine environmental and social issues 
by exploring connections and interactions made over time (and 
across cultures and locales) through trade, warfare, migrations, 
religion, and diplomacy.

“The Berkshire Encyclopedia 
of World History is strongly 
recommended as a comprehensive 
and core library reference for 
academic and community library 
reference collections.” 

       —

“A fascinating, engaging analysis of how history has been shaped by key 
issues, events, and discoveries. Highly recommended.”—  

6 volumes • US$1,050 • 9781933782652 • 2010 • Digital edition available. Some digital editions available in full color 

aWaRDS

Library Journal best Reference Source
Booklist editor’s Choice
Choice outstanding academic title

See page 41 for  
This Is Islam
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Distilled for 
the classroom 

from Berkshire’s 
award-winning 
encyclopedias

War, Diplomacy, and Peacemaking

War, Diplomacy, and Peacemaking opens with an introduction that ex-
plains how the dialectic between war and peace has been perceived 
by different cultures—in ancient Greece and India, for example, in 
traditions of “salvation religions” like Christianity and Islam, and in 
the modern era, where regulated systems of diplomacy serve both to 
mitigate war and aim toward creating a global culture of peace. The 
volume shows how economies and environmental crises, both of 
which played a role in the origins of war, may contribute to the further 
continuation of warfare in the twenty-first century.

US$39.95 • 9781933782942 • 2016 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website. 

Women’s and Gender History

Women’s and Gender History provides a look at women’s lives and the 
importance of gender in societies across cultures and time, extending 
its scope and appeal to younger and older readers, female and male 
alike. Topics include child nurture, initiation and rites of passage, 
kinship, sex and sexuality, and education. Some articles address re-
considerations of long-accepted terms (such as work and power or 
matriarchy and patriarchy), or interactions across disciplines that 
brought gender studies into view. Others highlight movements in the 
modern era that championed human rights, women’s reproductive 
rights, suffrage, emancipation, and gay and lesbian rights—up to and 
beyond bra burning, the symbolic gesture of feminism in the 1960s 
and 1970s that became a rite of passage for a new wave of women.

US$39.95 • 9781933782959 • 2016 • Ebook editions available 
via all major distributors, and at our website. 

World Environmental History

Bringing together in one volume Berkshire’s impressive network of 
environmental scientists, botanists, ecologists, sociologists, anthro-
pologists, archaeologists, and naturalists, World Environmental History 
explores how the biosphere is affected by human interventions such 
as climate change, deforestation, waste management, water and wind 
energy, population growth, ecological imperialism, and urbanization. 
Geological formations and disruptions, such as deserts, mountains, 
islands, earthquakes, and tsunamis, also play a vital role. The volume’s 
rich content includes articles on the anthroposphere, carrying capaci-
ty, ethnobotany, Gaia theory, and the Green Revolution—all of which 
define key concepts that shape the environmental studies so crucial to 
a sustainable future.

US$39.95 • 9781933782966 • 2012 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website. 

World history essentials
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Art in World History

The 22 illustrated articles in Art in World History connect readers 
with art from the Paleolithic period to performance art of the post-
modernist world. They explore fundamental questions about the  
origins of art making and the case for including visual studies in 
world history. The volume interweaves regional coverage with cross-
cultural connections—when trade brought Chinese silk to the 
Romans in the first century ce, for instance, or how the celebrated 
nineteenth-century Japanese printmakers, Hokusai and Hiroshige, 
used one-point perspective, a Western technique. Overviews on ver-
nacular architecture and textiles examine how the study of these art 
forms can provide insight on a people’s aesthetic sense and develop-
ment, as well as on the cultural, political, and socioeconomic aspects 
of their lives.

US$57.95 • Full-color edition: US$49.95 • 9781933782911 • 
2011

Big History

The fascinating field known as “Big History” places the history of 
humanity and the Earth in the largest of contexts—that of the uni-
verse. The interdisciplinary approach taken in Big History draws from 
diverse fields including archaeology, paleoanthropology, astron-
omy, and biology and raises new questions about the future of our 
species and its relationship to the biosphere. The articles included in 
the volume, several written by big-history author David Christian, 
convey big history’s span and scope from cosmology, creation myths, 
and the Gaia theory to ice ages, extinctions, and migrations. 

US$39.95 • 9781933782928 • 2011 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website. 

Africa in World History

Africa is home to over 1 billion people speaking more than a 
thousand  different languages. Fossils from Ethiopia tell us  that the 
human species originated in Africa, and scholars posit several theories 
about the journey out of Africa made by Homo sapiens some 60,000 
years ago. Africa in World History stresses Africa’s interrelatedness to 
other regions and cultures—from early trade routes, the arrival of 
Christianity and Islam, and the ramifications of colonialism, to con-
temporary issues, such as HIV/AIDS and the aftereffects of apartheid, 
that thwart Africa’s efforts to establish unity.

US$39.95 • 9780977015993 • 2011 • Ebook editions available via 
all major distributors, and at our website. 

Religion and Belief Systems in  
World History

As Martin E. Marty explains in the introduction to Religion and Belief 
Systems in World History, human response to (or faith in) some su-
pernatural or suprahuman force has given spiritual sustenance to 
individuals and communities for far longer than the earliest existing 
sacred texts would indicate. This volume presents a global survey of 
world religions (Christianity, Judaism, and Islam) and belief systems 
(from animism to Zoroastrianism), with major themes including 
how spiritual beliefs both supported and railed against war, and how 
religions expanded and divided across cultures and borders.

US$39.95 • 9781933782935 • 2012 • Ebook editions available 
via all major distributors, and at our website. 



thIS WoRlD  
oF ouRS 

“It is hard to imagine that such a short 
book can cover such a vast span of 
time and space. This Is China: The 
First 5,000 Years will help teachers, 
students, and general readers alike, 
as they seek for a preliminary guide 
to the contexts and complexities of 
Chinese culture.”
—Jonathan Spence, Yale University; author of The 

Search for Modern China
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This Good Earth: A Short History of Human Impact on 
the Natural World

This Good Earth: A Short History of Human Impact on the Natural World pro-
vides a concise guide to the often overwhelming world of climate change and 
related studies. The 150-page book includes chapters on “The Emergence of 
Life,” “From Gathering to Growing,” “The Great Shift to Cities,” “The Pursuit 
of Water and Oil,” “Life on a Smaller Planet: Sustainability in the Twenty-First 
Century, “ and appendices on environmental history by world region.

US$19.95 • 9781933782867 • September 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website. 

This Is Africa 

This Is Africa provides a brief, engaging history of a great and too-little-
known continent—a land rich in resources and troubled by conflict, now 
home to over a billion people speaking more than a thousand different lan-
guages. Fossils from Ethiopia tell us  that the human species originated in Africa, 
and scholars posit several theories about the journey out of Africa made by Homo 
sapiens some 60,000 years ago. This book explores, in only 150 pages, Africa’s 
interrelatedness to other regions and cultures throughout history, and ex-
amines its growing economic and political importance to the rest of the 
world. 

US$19.95 • 9781614725701 • September 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major 
distributors, and at our website. 
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This Sporting World 

This Sporting World explains how the games we play and watch bring us together, create shared 
languages, highlight our aspirations and values, and fulfill our need for physical achievement and 
adventure. Coverage includes both sports history and current issues, ranging from the footraces, 
ball games, and extreme sports of our early ancestors to modern college athletics, global sporting 
media, and sports as one of the biggest businesses on the planet. 

US$19.95 • 9781614725794 • December 2016 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, 
and at our website. 

This Is America: A Short History of the United States

This Is America: A Short History of the United States is a very short introduction to the United States of 
America, a nation that in recent history has been the most affluent, influential, and powerful on Earth, 
known for innovation as well as for its belief in its own “exceptionalism.”

In six short chapters the reader will learn the essentials about the nation usually referred to as “America”—
from prehistory and early settlement through the twenty-first century, followed by an overview of the key 
concepts and debates that continue to shape the United States today. Students and teachers will find this 
concise work an important aid to a better understanding of the United States and its evolving position in 
world affairs.

US$19.95 • 9781614725718 • 2014 • Ebook editions available via all major distributors, and at our 
website. 

“Thoroughly accessible to readers of all backgrounds, This Is America: 
A Short History of the United States lives up to its title as a brief yet solid 
overview of American history, from its earliest settlement to colonial times, 
its involvement in world wars, and modern-day politics. A timeline of major 
events in American history, an index, and a selection of suggested readings 
round out this excellent resource.” —Midwest Book Review 

See page 27 for the 
Berkshire Encyclopedia of 
World Sport, 3rd Edition

http://bit.ly/this-is-america-book
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This Is China: The First 5,000 Years
General Editor: Haiwang Yuan, Western Kentucky University
Editors: Ronald G. Knapp, Margot E. Landman, 
Gregory Veeck

This Is China contains, in brief, everything we need to know 
about 5,000 years of history, 30 years of “opening,” and a future that promises to shape the 21st 
century for all of us. Drawn from the vast resources of the Berkshire Encyclopedia of China, this 
concise 120-page book is recommended for classroom use, curriculum development, and student 
review.

“This little book should quickly become the first port 
of call for teachers seeking information on the vast 
range of topics and issues that arise while teaching a 

language and culture more than 5,000 years in existence. It is a reference book 
which fills the gap constantly experienced by teachers of Chinese between too 
much information on some topics and nothing at all on many others.”—Jane Orton, director, Australian Chinese Teacher Training Centre, University of Melbourne
US$19.95 • 9781933782201 • 2010 • Hardcover and digital editions also available. 

This Is Islam
From Muhammad and the Community of Believers to 
Islam in the Global Community 

Jamal J. Elias, University of Pennsylvannia

This is Islam offers readers an introduction to one of the world’s major religions, its philosophies, and 
how it affects the world today. Geared to those unfamiliar with the religion and its rituals and customs—
and written in clear and simple terms by one of the United States’ leading scholars of religion—this 
volume explains Islamic law,  major figures and sects, and the role of mysticism. 

“This Is Islam provides interested general readers 
and students with a concise but remarkably 
comprehensive introduction to Islam. It is a clearly 

presented guide that provides both a broad overview and important 
specifics in a way that is easy for both experts and non-specialists to use.”—John Voll, professor of Islamic history and associate director of the Prince Alwaleed 
bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at Georgetown University
US$19.95 • 9781933782812 • 2011 • Hardcover and digital editions available.

See page 21 for the  
Berkshire Encyclopedia 
of China

See page 35 for the 
Berkshire Encyclopedia of 
World History, 2nd Edition



“A cedar spread his dark-green layers of shade.”
— Alfred Lord Tennyson
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The Berkshire 
Elements of Style
Adapted for 21st Century Writers

William Strunk

A reprint of the classic style guide by 
William Strunk, originally published 
in 1918.

US$9.99 • Ebook: 9781614729259

Outline of History
H. G. Wells

A reprint of the classic history text 
by H. G. Wells, best remembered 
for his science fiction, originally 
published in book form in 1920. 
With an introduction by noted 
historian William H. McNeill.

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614729235

The Golden Day
Lewis Mumford

A reprint of the classic work 
by social critic, philosopher, 
and historian Lewis Mumford, 
originally published in 1927.

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614729105

Democracy in America
Alexis de Tocqueville

A reprint of the classic two-volume 
work by traveler and political observer 
Alexis de Tocqueville, originally 
published in 1835 (Vol 1) and 1840 
(Vol 2).

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614729211

The Wealth of Nations
Adam Smith

A reprint of the classic economics text 
by Adam Smith, originally published 
in 1776.

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614729112

The Art of War
Sunzi

A reprint of the classic text by Sunzi, 
the quasi-legendary Chinese military 
strategist. The Art of War has been 
studied throughout history, by every-
one from Carl von Clausewitz to Mao 
Zedong to today’s MBAs. 

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614729037
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Etiquette
Emily Post

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614728900

The Travels of Marco 
Polo
Marco Polo

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614728870

The Travels of 
marco polo

marco polo

Berkshire classics

Domestic Manners of 
the Americans
Frances Trollope

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614728863

Little Women
Louisa May Alcott

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614728894

LittLe Women
Louisa may aLcott

Berkshire cLassics

The Story of Utopias
Lewis Mumford

US$2.99 • Ebook: 9781614728856

Berkshire is going “back to the future” with its Berkshire Clas-
sics series: previously published, single-authored books in our 
subject domains, now published as ebooks with introductions 
by leading scholars. See pages 10-13 for Berkshire Classics in our 
2016 Spotlight, including works by Marvin Mudrick, Eminent 
Chinese of the Qing Period, and Yuan Mei’s  Manual of Gastronomy.
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Berkshire in Translation

Many Berkshire titles, including major encyclopedias, are being translated in Chinese and other languages. Berk-
shire books are specifically designed for international readers, with a commitment to clarity and an avoidance of 
purely American interests or perspectives. They are therefore ideal for translation. Here is a selection of books 
already translated, and we welcome your enquiries about rights to books listed in this catalog. Foreign rights en-
quires are handled at our Great Barrington office: rights@berkshirepublishing.com. 

The simplified Chinese 
edition of This Fleeting 
World is being published 
by CITIC Press in Spring 
2016.

SDX Joint 
Publishing 
(Shanghai) 

Co., Ltd.
Shanghai Jiao Tong 

University Press

editions of This Fleeting World by David Christian
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Questions? Contact Customer Service,  tel +1 413 528 0206 or +1 888 520 0071 toll-free.

United States, Canada, Latin America, Middle East and Africa, Asia 
Pacific (except China, Hong Kong, Taiwan)

Berkshire Publishing Group LLC
122 Castle St
Great Barrington, MA 01230
USA
Phone: +1 413 528 0206
Fax: +1 413 541 0076
Email: info@berkshirepublishing.com
www.berkshirepublishing.com

UK and continental Europe

Eurospan Group
3 Henrietta Street
London WC2E 8LU
United Kingdom
Phone: +44 (0) 207 240 0856
Fax: +44 (0) 207 379 0609
Email: info@eurospangroup.com 

Trade Orders & Enquiries:
Phone: +44 (0) 1767 604972
Fax: +44 (0) 1767 601640
Email: eurospan@turpin-distribution.com

Individual Orders:
www.eurospanbookstore.com/berkshire

China, Hong Kong, Taiwan

China Publishers Services Ltd.
Room 718 Fortune Commercial Building
362 Sha Tsui Road, Tsuen Wan, N.T.
Hong Kong SAR
Phone: +852 2491 1436
Fax: +852 2491 1435
www.cps-hk.com 

Digital
Berkshire titles are available 
electronically via our 
website and from many 
electronic vendors including 
Oxford Reference Online.
www.oxfordreference.com

Other vendors include 
GVRL, MiLibrary, and 
Credo.
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